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Clever Canals KS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary   Panama Canal

Physical 
feature

Things that make up the landscape 
that are natural.  They would be 
there anyway – mountains, rivers.

Human 
feature

Things that make up the landscape 

that have been put there by 
humans – roads, buildings, bridges.

Land-use What the land is being used for.  

Economic 
activity

How money is made. What people 
buy and sell.  This can be linked to 
land-use.  

Landmarks This is something that you can see 

on the landscape.  It makes the 
area easily recognisable.  It might 
be a building or a statue or a 
place of interest.  

Sticky Knowledge

Contrast What is different about things?  

Comparison What is the same about things?
British canals

Ordnance 
Survey map

An Ordnance Survey map is a 
detailed map produced by 
mapping agency of the United 
Kingdom (UK).

The Grand Union Canal – the 

UK’s longest canal that travels 

from London to Birmingham.

Symbol Map symbols are used to represent 
real objects. Both shapes and 
colours can be used for symbols on 
maps.

4 figure grid references – the       is                          

is in the square 47 (along the                                

corridor) and 33 (up the stairs).

4733 

Oxford Canal – this travels from 

Braunston to London.  

Braunston is where the Oxford 

and Grand Union canal meet.

Grid 
reference

Numerical grid references consist 
of an even number of digits. 
Eastings are written before 
Northings.

Worcester and Birmingham 

Canal – Birmingham has more 

canals than Venice.

6 figure grid references – the       is                           

476 (along the corridor) and                                    

334 (up the stairs).

476334


