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Who are we?
CONTEXT
Long Itchington Church of England Academy is a Church of England school with a voluntary controlled heritage and now part of the Diocese of Coventry Multi-Academy Trust.  It is at the heart of a changing village.  Most pupils attend because they live in the village. Most pupils are of White British heritage. 

Our vision statement
What are we doing here and how then shall we live?
‘Working with all of our hearts in everything we do’
We love – we learn – we live
At Long Itchington Primary School we are ‘working with all our hearts in all that we do’ to enable everyone in our community to be nurtured and enabled to fully flourish in our Church school, whose Christian Foundation believes that:
God created human beings; he created them godlike, reflecting God's nature. Genesis 1:27 
The bible describes God’s characteristics in many different ways.  In our school we summarise these by saying that God is good (Psalm 119:68a) and God is love (1 John 4:8b). 
We believe that God created everyone to be a unique, individual; a one off, capable of reflecting God’s goodness and love.  Therefore, in our school ‘we are working with all of our hearts’ to create a culture in which everyone matters, everyone is loved, and everyone is valued, celebrated, represented - no exceptions.  
Jesus said,  ‘a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another (John 13:34)
Love is complex – it means different things at different times and sometime love is tough. In the bible it was an expression of God’s deep love that he sent his son Jesus to the world. Love is the reason for Jesus’ incarnation, life, teaching, death, and resurrection. 
A Christian community is recognised by the way it loves. Therefore, ‘we are working with all of our hearts’ to create a culture where love is more than a word –where it is expressed and encountered by everyone, children and adults in our attitudes, behaviours, and intentions; from forgiving hearts where there is  conflict and from generous, responsible hearts in the face of need. 
‘We are working with all of our hearts’ to express love in community as justice; to make courageous responses to those in need, on the margins, without a voice, without aspiration, beginning with those  within our doors and on our doorstep, who are not yet fully flourishing. 
 ‘We are working with all of our hearts’ to speak the truth in love for the common good. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us that a further expression of God’s love through us is our willingness to forgive, to reconcile, to allow fresh starts.  
Bear with each other and forgive one another. If any of you has a grievance against someone - forgive as the Lord forgave you. (Colossians 3:13)
Christians believe that Jesus’ death and resurrection undid the separation of the Fall and brought people back into relationship with God. In our church school we recognise that in our school, community, and world there are fractures in relationships and the need for reconciliation is real. 
‘We are working with all our hearts’ to ensure that restoring broken relationships, making amends with those who have been hurt or wronged, is at our school’s heart.  We encourage honest dialogue, forgiveness, and sometimes self-sacrifice from those involved, in order to achieve peace and understanding and to enable everyone to flourish personally and spiritually.   ‘We are working with all our hearts’ to ensure that our policies and processes reflect God’s concerns about relationships rather than rules so that everyone can be the best and fullest version of themselves. 
We bring our vision to life through our core Christian values.  We celebrate when children and adults demonstrate these in their behaviours, conversations, and actions in school and beyond it.
Forgiveness
If you forgive people who sin against you your heavenly Father will also forgive you. Matthew 6: 14
God is good. God is love.  He loves us deeply and without conditions. He will forgive us over and over again. If we go away from God, He will always welcome us back. In this school we recognise that everyone gets it wrong sometimes, but they and we can be forgiven. We help each other to put things right and we start each day like a clean page.
Service
The Son of Man [Jesus] did not come for other people to serve him. He came to serve others.
Matthew 20:28
God is good. God is love. Through the example of Jesus, he inspires us to serve one another. looking out for each other in the good times and the bad, prioritising the needs of others over our own, especially those who are vulnerable. We seek to serve each other generously with our time and resources, our gifts, and our talents, for the good of our community. 
Justice 
And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8
God is good. God is love.  He loves everyone equally – no favourites. We live this in our school by treating everyone fairly but not necessarily the same. We work to ensure that everyone has what they need, and we try to speak up and change things for those who don’t. 
Compassion
 Do unto others as you would have them do to you. Matthew 7:12
God is good. God is love. He loves all of us. He loves those who are poor, weak, hurting, fragile and afraid too. He wants us to love them - not just with our words but with our actions. In this school we look out for those who are struggling and do what we can to help them. We share our time, our money, and the things we have to make life better for others.
Courage 
Be strong and courageous – the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9 
God is good. God is love.  He promises to be with us in the ups and downs of life and encourages us to face them bravely, being confident that God wants the best for us and wants us to walk in His ways of goodness and love.  
Perseverance 
Let us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and… and let us run with determination the race that lies before us. {Hebrews 12:1}
God is good.  God is love.  He wants us to stick at living in good and loving ways. He wants us to avoid anything that stops us being the absolute best version of our created selves.  Even when life or learning are challenging God wants us to press on towards our goals, ‘’doing all the good we can, by all the means we can, in all the ways we can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, to all the people we can, as long as ever we can.” (John Wesley)
Our logo
Our vision is reflected in our logo.  It shows the school at the heart of the community, with the River Itchen running through it, as our Christian values and foundation run through everything we do in school. The rainbow is a symbol of inclusion of everyone – no exceptions.  As it arches over us and God’s world it reminds us of God’s promise of protection, including in tough times, giving us hope as ‘we work with all our hearts’ to help everyone flourish as the best version of themselves – the version that God intended. 
















Appendix A
Church of England Christian Vision
Our vision for education is deeply Christian, with Jesus' promise of 'life in all its fullness' at its heart.

In line with the Church of England's role as the established Church, our vision is for the common good of the whole community.
Educating for wisdom, knowledge, and skills: enabling discipline, confidence, and delight in seeking wisdom and knowledge, and developing talents in all areas of life, and equipping all pupils to achieve academic standards that will ensure they thrive in the future. 
Educating for hope and aspiration: enabling healing, repair, and renewal, coping wisely when things go wrong, opening horizons and guiding people into ways of fulfilling them.
Educating for community and living well together: a core focus on relationships, participation in communities and the qualities of character that enable people to flourish together.
Educating for dignity and respect: the basic principle of respect for the value and preciousness of each person, treating each person as a unique individual of inherent worth.

Appendix B
DMAT  Vision & Ethos

The Core Mission of the Diocese of Coventry Multi Academy Trust is to build a better future for all within our Academies who in turn will positively impact their communities.
Together, pursuing ‘life in all its fullness’ (based on John 10:10)
 
Our Commitment
All Academies in the Diocese of Coventry Multi Academy Trust will be recognised for their distinctive and inclusive Christian ethos and for the impact that this has on raising educational standards. Each Academy will demonstrate its Christian distinctiveness by providing an inspirational and holistic education which enables all children and staff to develop and achieve to their full potential.
We will achieve our aims by ensuring that Academies within the Trust are:
· Transformational  
· Aspirational
· Sustainable
· Motivational
· Purposeful
Our Aspirational and Measurable Outcomes are:
· Every school to be judged good or outstanding by Ofsted
· All Academies are to be judged to be ‘living up to their Christian Foundation’ by SIAMS (Section 48 Inspections)
· Every child is expected to make progress at least in line with, and for many, above national expectations.
· Every Academy is to be well led and governed
· All teachers are motivated to self-improve and aspire to excellence
 
To be achieved by collaborative working between our schools, focussing upon:-
· Excellence in teaching and learning through consistently strong, skilled, and sustainable leadership
· Every child and adult to know they are unique and special - loved and cherished by God; valued and accepted in the Trust family; important and strategic in God’s plan
· Children, families, and staff developing and thriving  through their knowledge and understanding of Christian values
· Children and young people being taught to become resilient, reflective, and articulate thinkers able to be creative, to reason and to become positive members of their community
· Creating cultures that support children and adults to achieve and succeed



For some years now the biblical strap line for our school has been: 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart Colossians 3:23
This is well known and understood in the community and continues to be fitting in the school’s circumstances.  We are keeping this and using it to inspire our vision for the school’s current season of healing and restoration. We are rooting it in our unique context and the needs of our community and in three core theological concepts that will be at the heart of the school’s culture and community, consciousness, curriculum, and conversations. 

In particular ‘we are working with all our hearts’ to:
Educate for dignity and respect: 
· Respect the value and preciousness of each person
· Treat each person as a unique individual of inherent worth
Educate for hope and aspiration 
· Heal past hurts and disappointments
· Repair and renew relationships
· Cope wisely and courageously when things go wrong
· Open horizons and opportunities and guide everyone, no exceptions, to flourish as the best version of themselves
Educate for community and living well together
· Create cohesion and connection and treasure community
· Foster qualities of character that enable people to flourish together such as communication and trust, inclusion, acceptance, and empathy
· Promote and actively protect the mental health and emotional well -being of everyone, including work life balance, so that they can fully flourish. 

Educate for wisdom, knowledge, and skills:
· Enable discipline
· Grow confidence
· Foster achievement
· Promote delight in seeking wisdom and knowledge and developing gifts and talents in all areas of life.
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