
Old & New Toys: Year 1 Knowledge Organiser

Subject Specific Vocabulary Exciting Books

Victorian The time of Queen Victoria’s reign, 
between 1837 and 1901.  

20th century The 20th century was 1900 to 1999

21st century We are in the 21st century.  It started in 
the year 2000 and will end in 2099

Wooden 
toys

Lots of toys were made of wood.  Boats, 
train sets and cup and ball were all 
made of wood. Some toys are still made 
of wood.  

Sticky Knowledge about Old and New 
Toys 

Popular toys old and 

new

Paper toys Some toys like paper windmills were 
made out of paper. 

❑ Toys have existed for thousands of years.  They were 

made out of the materials that were available at 

the time, even stones and string. 

Board games

Dolls

Meccano

Building blocks

Computer games

Spinning top

Ball and cup 

Metal toys Toy soldiers and some spinning tops were 
made out of metal.  

❑ During the Victorian age, toys were mainly made 

out of wood, paper and metal. 

❑ Rich Victorian children played with toys such as 

clockwork trains, rocking horses, tea sets and dolls.  

Poor children played with home made toys such as 

peg dolls, wooden boats and rags stuffed with 

sawdust. 

marbles Another popular game was marbles. 
Many children came to school with a 
pocketful of marbles.

snakes and 
ladders

A board game which everyone knew in 
the 1960s. The board was made up of 

squares and you would move up a 
ladder and down the snake.

❑ Modern toys are usually made of plastic because it 

is safer and easier to make things with. 

ludo Another very popular board game. 

It was played with a dice. Children 

would chase each other around the 

board.

❑ Many modern toys use electricity to work.  

Computers and consoles were invented in the 20th

century.  


